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PREFACE 


This statistical supplement was prepared to aid public and private groups 
and individuals interested in stimulating economic growth in the Lake States-— 
Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin. [ts main purpose is to bring together a broad 
array of social and economic data from many sources to provide a basic handbook 
of county, substate, and State data. Those interested in a summary and anal- 
ysis of the Region are referred to An Economic Survey of the Northern Lake 
States Region, by R. Loomis and M. Wirth (Agr. Econ. Rpt. 108, U.S. Dept. Agr., 
Feb. 1967). Since the publication of the summary volume (Agr. Econ. Rpt. 103)7 
requests from public and private development and planning organizations for the 
basic data have been numerous. Many people who were interested in the economic 
and social development of their local areas did not have ready access to essen- 
tial source materials that would enable them to compare the condition of their 
county with adjoining counties, with their part of the State, or with their 
State as a whole. Since the creation of the Upper Great Lakes Economic Develop- 
Ment Region in April 1967, the needs of local areas for additional data have 
become more apparent. 


Definitions of some items changed during the period covered in this sup- 
plement. To describe all of these changes here, and the possible influence of 
these changes, could represent a volume in itself. Generally, the effects of 
definitional changes were relatively minor in influencing the differences in 
these areas. The changes in definition have been noted where it was felt that 
they could cause misinterpretation. Generally, however, anyone interested in 
the definitional changes should refer to the sources cited for each table. The 
definitions used in the footnotes were for the most recent period covered. 


The data are aggregated into Northern and Southern Regions for Michigan, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin--a total of six parts. The substate and State averages 
were computed by allowing each observation to have equal weight wherever possi- 
ble. In some cases, however, the source information was presented only in the 
form of medians. Whenever this occurred, the aggregate is the "average'’ median. 


Bibliographical information is presented at the end of this supplement. 


The author of this supplement wishes to acknowledge the contribution of 
Ralph Loomis, Economic Development Division, Economic Research Service, formerly 
located at Michigan State University and currently stationed at Washington State 
University, and Mike Wirth, currently with Washington State University, formerly 
with the Farm Production Economics Division, Economic Research Service at 
Michigan State University, who were responsible for the creation of the basic 
data bank used in preparing this supplement. Extreme gratitude is given to 
Mrs. Arlene King, Department of Agricultural Economics, Michigan State Univer- 
sity, since without her expertise on computers, this supplement might not have 


been possible. 


The computation of the ratios used in this supplement revealed some key- 
punching errors that were impossible to spot before. For this reason, a few of 
the area totals may not be in agreement with the totals given in the summary 
volume. Any errors still remaining are the responsibility of the author. As 
it is assumed that these data will be used in additional statistical analysis, 
it would be appreciated if errors were brought to the attention of the author. 


Washington, D.C. 20250 February 1969 
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SUMMARY 


Characteristics of the Northern Regions of the three States were generally 
different from those of the Southern Regions. All regions except Northern 
Wisconsin had an absolute increase in population between 1950 and 1960, but the 
percentage increases in the Southern Regions were considerably larger, ranging 
from two to four times as large as the Northern Region. The net migration of 
the population, the difference between the actual population and that which 
would have been expected from natural increase, tells a different story. 
Southern Michigan and Southern Wisconsin were the only regions which had an 
inmigration. And only in Michigan was the net increase large enough to offset 
the outmigration from the Northern Region. 


The housing conditions in the northern part of each State were worse than 
those in the southern parts. Although the percentage of housing considered 
dilapidated decreased between 1950 and 1960 (perhaps due to a change in classi- 
fication), the differences between the northern and southern parts remained 
approximately equal. 


The Northern Regions generally had a larger percentage of the population 
over 24 years old with only an elementary education, and the Southern Regions 
had a larger percentage which had completed high school or more. Per capita 
educational expenditures were higher in the Northern Regions of Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, indicating a possible push to improve the educational opportunities. 
However, per capita property taxes levied in the Northern Regions were lower 
than in the Southern Regions. 


Comparison of the income distribution between the Northern and Southern 
Regions indicated that the Northern Region of each State had a higher propor- 
tion of families in each income class up to $6,000 with only two exceptions. 
These exceptions were for the less than $1,000 class in Minnesota and the 
S5)0000t0 $5,999 class in Wisconsin. In addition, the Northern Regions had, in 
per capita terms, the lowest effective buying income, bank deposits, retail 
sales, wholesale sales, and value added by manufacturing. 


Northern Michigan and Northern Wisconsin had average total acres per farm 


“that were larger than the Southern part of each State. On the basis of crop- 
land acres per farm, however, the southern part of all three States had larger 


ili 


amounts. The value of farm products sold per farm was considerably larger in 
the southern part of each State. This was also illustrated in the distribution 
of farms by economic class. The Northern Region had a smaller percentage of 
farms in each economic class of $5,000 or more for both 1959 and 1964. But the 
percentage of farms included in the $5,000 or more classifications increased 
for both regions between 1959 and 1964. And yet at the same time, both regions 
also had a larger percentage of farms in the $50 to $2,499 class in 1964 than 
they had in 1959. This may, in part, be a reflection of a slight definitional 
change in 1964. 


The Northern Regions of Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin have generally 
experienced heavy outmigration, relatively low incomes, a predominance of the 
less educated, a higher percentage of dilapidated housing, relatively high un- 
employment figures, low per capita effective buying income, bank deposits, 
retail sales, wholesale sales, and value added by manufacturing, relatively 
large farms but smaller cropland per farm, lower value of farm products sold 
per farm, etc., than their southern counterparts. This, and more, has been 
discussed at length in the original report. With the detailed county infor- 
mation presented here, it will be possible to compare an area's "life statis- 
tics" with its neighbors and region so that an understanding of the situation 
can possibly be more complete. 
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